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                                                     The Lord will send his angel with you and make your journey a success. (Genesis 24:40) 
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Christ Central Ministries Inc. Columbia 
2401 Main Street Columbia, SC  29201 

Phone: 803.765.1998 Fax: 803.779.1998 

ChristCentralCola@yahoo.com 

www.christcentralministries.org 

 

How you can Help? 

Volunteer for: 

 Projects   

Food Preparation   

Grounds/Building Maintenance 

  Mentoring  

 Mission Assistants 

Sponsor: 

 Families in Need  

 Full-Time Volunteer Staff 

 Ministry Equipment  

 Out-Reach Events  

Specific Ongoing Bills 

Donate: 

Building Materials 

 Cars and Trucks 

 Monetary Contributions 

Merchandise Gift Cards 

Professional Services  

 Food Items  

 Clothing/Hygiene Products-  

Underwear  

 Pampers & Baby Items 

 Bicycles 

Call us 

Services Offered: 

 Over 4,000 healthy meals served 

monthly via Soup Kitchen   

Food Pantry 150+ families served 

groceries 

 Clothes distribution to men, 

women, and children 

 Scholarships for processing fees 

to obtain IDs and Birth Certificates 

 Supervision of community service 

hours 

 Personal hygiene packs 

 Pampers & baby items 

 Support classes 

 Foot Care Clinic  

 Worship Services 

 Women’s Bible Study 

 Men’s Bible Study 

  

Referral Services: 
 Medical 

 GED 

 Step Forward in Recovery 

 

Our Mission: is to declare hope 

and offer help through Volunteers 

to those in poverty. 

Our Ministry: Exists to enrich 

communities through Christians 

care. 

Founder and CEO of Christ Central Ministries Inc. is Pastor Jimmy Jones. 
Since 1997, Christ Central Columbia has been serving the working poor and 
homeless of Columbia and the surrounding communities. We are meeting 
the needs of the poor and disadvantaged in the Midlands communities by 
first providing basic needs, such as food and clothes, and by tending to their 
spiritual needs. The mission assists in improving their lives and the lives of 
their families by providing teaching and training in the areas needed to 
secure and retain employment, to stabilize their family and develop Christian 
character. 

Dr. Sylvia Mickens 
Executive Director 

Christ Central of 

Columbia 

Hours of operation: Monday & Wednesday 8:00 am – 1:00 pm, Tuesday 

8:00 – 3 pm, Thursday 8:00 – 12:00 pm.  Join us for breakfast Saturday 

7:30 am – 8:30 am.  Come worship with us Sundays 8:00 am 

Caring is Sharing 

Get your copy today from 

Amazon 

“All 

Streams 

 run  

        to the sea . . .” 
 Ecclesiastes 1:7 
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Introduction to Salvation 
HOW CAN I CHANGE MY LIFE? 

God loved us so much that He did not allow us to die in our sins, but instead, He sent His only begotten Son to pay the penalty for my sins.   

John 3:16 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The questions is…are you willing to change your life? 

       Defining Salvation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plan of Salvation 
We are all sinners 

 

There is a price for our sins.  Romans 6:23 
 

                                             We need to repent, turn away from our sins.   

Mark 1:15 
 

Christ paid the price for your sins. Romans 5:8 
 

You must believe in Him. Romans 10: 9-10 
 

Recognize that your sin separates you from God. 

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…the wages of sin 

is death.” Romans 3:23, 6:23 
 

Realize that God loves you and believe that Jesus Christ died for your 

sins.  “God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son (to die 

as our substitute), that whosoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life”.  John 3:16 
 

Christ “suffered once for (our) sins, the righteous for the unrighteous (us), 

that He might bring us to God.”  I Peter 3:18 
 

Take the first step …  
Receive Him into your life by faith 

“For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but 

in order that the world might be saved through Him.  Whoever believes in 

Him is not condemned…whoever believes in the Son has eternal life.” 

John 3:17-18,36 

  
 
 
 
 
 

The journey has just begun! 

Once you accepted Christ as your Personal Savior, your awesome 

journey is just beginning.  God wants us to continue to grow!  He 

wants us to live this life purposefully and abundantly.   
 

How can I do this? 

1. Pray to God daily 

2. Daily read His word 

3. Be obedient to God 

4. Be a witness for Christ in word and deed. 

5. Trust God with everything in your life 

6. Allow the Holy Spirit to lead and guide you. 

Don’t let the enemy make you doubt that you are saved 
“It’s a heart issue”….once you accepted Christ as your Savior, His 

spirit dwells in our hearts and it will be your desire to please Him. 

Therefore, we will do what is pleasing unto Him.  
 

 “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may 

abound?  God forbid.  How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any 

longer therein?   Romans 6:1-2.  If we confess our sins, He is 

faithful and just to forgive us of our sins and to cleanse us for all 

unrighteousness. I John 1:9 

 

Get involved in a Bible-Teaching Church 
 

If you do not belong to a bible teaching church, don’t wait to get involved.  They can help you develop to be a mature Christian through bible teaching 

and fellowship.  In Hebrews 10:25 and Acts 2: 42-47, the word admonishes us not to forsake “the assembling of ourselves together…”  You are an 

important member of the body of Christ.  Allow God to grow in you and work through you by being fed the Word of God through regular church 

attendance. 
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Salvation – 

deliverance from the 

power and penalty of 

sins; redemption 

 

Save -means to be 

delivered. 

 

Surrender – to yield, 

to give oneself up 

 

Conversion – when a 

change takes place in 

your heart through 

the Spirit of God. 

 

Faith – believe that 

which is not seen; 

now faith is being 

sure of what we hope 

for and certain of 

what we do not see. 

 

Repentance – 

turning away from 

your sinful nature. 

and acknowledging 

your sin in the 

presence of God 

through prayer.   

 

Holy Spirit – the 

third person of the 

Trinity (Father, Son, 

Holy Spirit) through 

whom God acts, 

reveals His will, 

empowers individuals 

and discloses His 

personal presence 

 

Believe – to have 

confidence in the 

truth, the existence, 

or the reliability of 

something 

 

Sin – transgression of 

divine law 
 

 

MAINEVENT  

FITNESS 

1 Free Boxing Class- All 

Ages Accepted 

www.maineventfitnesscente

r.com 

http://www.commissionoc.org/faf/


            

                      

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each Day Brings a New Beginning 
The Community Herald Character Word for the Month 

 

 

Patience 
May God who gives this patience (endurance) and encouragement give you a spirit of 

unity among yourselves, as it is fitting for followers of Christ Jesus. (Romans 15:5)  

Page 3     The Community Herald 

 

Sharing God’s love  
 

Through your church news, events and 
testimonies as we support each other and 

elevate the goodness of God. 
 

The Community Herald  
Telephone (803) 312-1574  

or (803) 647-0752 
Email: 

 thecommunityherald@yahoo.com 

 

Kingdom Builders After School 
Academic Program  (A.S.A.P) 

3100 Trotter Road, Columbia, SC 
(803) 695-1277 

What Can Turn Our World Around? 

Not a hard question to answer but may seem to be a hard task to carry out. Walking in 

“Unity” can turn our World around by turning it right side up.  Unity brings balance and 

life to a lost and dying world and wicked generation. 

Unity is the predominant theme found in the book of Ephesians.  The Apostle Paul is 

stressing to the church the importance of getting back to the very thing Jesus died for.  

Apparently, disunity was an issue then and Paul knew it needed to be corrected.  The 

same spirit of "Disunity" and broken relationships continues today.  All of the wars, 

disharmony, deaths, and heartaches we are witnessing stem from broken trust and 

dissatisfaction amongst individuals. Black and white, male and female, democrat and 

republican, young and old, parents and children the rich and the poor are all reasons there 

is so much division and disunity.   

 

On last year, I had the privilege of travelling to several countries with a group from my 

church family.  The first country was filled with beautiful scenery but known to have 

poverty stricken areas, devastating storms at times and severe lack.  Upon arriving we 

were met and greeted by some great and pleasant people who gave us a very exciting and 

educational tour.  As we traveled further into the country, we were able to get intimate 

and ask questions that were pondering in our hearts and minds.  As our driver began to 

respond in his British accent it really pricked my heart and made it hurt for our country, 

the United States of America. 

One of the questions that posed was, “Does this your country have issues with Racism”?  

We had to explain what we meant.  His answer, “not at all, here there is no black or no 

white, just different shades of one color”.   Ethnicity has never been an issue as long as I 

could remember”.  WOW! 

After hearing this, it made me think; boy do we have work to do back home.  We have so 

many little foxes we have allowed to destroy our vine.  The headings on our church, the 

titles behind or in front of our names, how big ones church is, the neighborhood of 

residency, levels of education, and so much more that doesn’t matter on our way to 

Heaven.  These things have somehow taken precedence over the most important 

possession, “Love”.    I believe Unity is an individual decision we must make and 

implement. 

Throughout the pages of the Holy Scriptures there are many occurrences and recordings 

of war waging against humanity.  The strategy of Satan was and is to divide and conquer. 

JESUS warns us of this very thing in St. John 10:10 for the thief comes to steal, kill and 

destroy; but He is come that we have life to the fullest. We also see throughout the Holy 

Scriptures the Strategy of Satan was and is, to plot us against one another and then 

against our Father.  Satan is an accuser of the brethren and is fearful of our strength. 

Although there may be bad parts in this world, I believe we have a good body.  This is 

the Body of Christ.  Let’s “Turn our World Around”.   The church must Pursue and 

Guard the Unity.  We can overcome and see change but the change must begin in us.  

When do we start?  Right now! 

United We Stand, Divided We Fall 

Pastor Shelia McNair Agape Church 203 Plumbers Road Columbia SC 

29203  

 

 

       Being Focused in a Foggy World 

Have you started out this New Year and already find yourself 

a little overwhelmed with all those to do list, to go list, and 

to finish list?  Well, I can relate.  However, God will not allow 

us to stay on such a course of living out of FOCUS. I recently 

shared a message with our church titled: “BEING FOCUSED 

IN A FOGGY WORLD.” We used the following acronyms: 

F=AITH 

O=RDER 

C=OMMITMENT 

U=NDERSTANDING 

S=INCERITY 

 God desires for each of us to live productive lives that 

cause a peace to remain in us and a mindset of balanced  

living. It’s true, you cannot do but so much in one day and 

you cannot be everything for everybody. I invite you to visit 

our website at: Kingdom-builders.com and listen to a thirty 

minutes message on how to “BE FOCUSED IN A FOGGY 

WORLD”.  

Pastor Norman Curlee 

Kingdom Builders Christian Center 

 

 

Publisher 

Doris Foster 
803.312.1574 
803.647.0752 

The Community Herald 

Editor 

Iris Gardner 
Graphic Designer 

Lanie Liggins 
 

thecommunityherald@yahoo.com 

mailto:thecommunityherald@yahoo.com


 

Agape Church 
203 Plumbers Road 

Columbia, SC 29203 
Office (803) 714-9989 

  www. AGAPECHURCH.ORG1 
 

                                              Wednesday 
                                                     7:00 pm  Prayer 

                                                   7:30 pm Bible Study 
 

                                           Sunday                                                 
                                           10:00 am Sunday School 

   11:30 am  Worship Service    

 

                              Church Directory 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

2712 Trotter Road 
Hopkins, S C 29061 

Dr. Odell S. Belger, Pastor 

                
“Experience the Difference” 

Services: 

Sunday School…….10 a.m. 
Morning Worship & Praise…11 a.m. 
Sunday Evening……….6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday Bible Study…7:00 p.m. 

You’ll like Lykesland!!! 
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Progressive Believers 
Baptist Church 

Come, worship with us! 
 

Sunday 
Worship Service -11:30 am 

Children’s Ministry  
2nd, 3rd and 4th Sun. 

 

 

Wednesday 
 Bible Study 7:00 pm 

“Every Member A Believer…Every Believer a 

witness for Jesus Christ.” 

1540 Elmtree Road, Columbia, SC 29209 
(803) 783-3269 

Website:  www.pbbchurch.org 
 

We welcome you with open arms! 
 

Rev. Gregory Cunningham 
Pastor 

Bishop Alvin T. & 

Sheila McNair 

 

 
COMMISSION 
OUTREACH CHURCH 

    Sun 10 am|Wed 6:30 pm 

Lourie Center 
1650 Park Circle 

Columbia, SC 29201 
(803) 470-4477 

Website: www.commissionoc.org 

Dr. Carl and Camesha Parrott 

Pastor Darrell Jackson 

          Pastor Robert Lewis 

 Christ Central Ministries Inc. 

Columbia 
2401 Main Street Columbia, SC  29201 

Phone: 803.765.1998 Fax: 803.779.1998 

ChristCentralCola@yahoo.com www.christcentralministries.org 

Hours of operation: Monday & 
Wednesday 8:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Tuesday 8:00 am – 3 pm 
Thursday 8:00 am – 12:00 pm  
Join us for breakfast Saturday 

7:30 am – 8:30 am.  Come 

worship with us 
Sundays 8:00 am 

Dr. Sylvia Mickens  
Executive Director  

http://www.pbbchurch.org/
http://agapechurch1.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/2016theme.png
http://agapechurch1.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/2016theme.png
http://www.commissionoc.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   
 

 

 

 

                             Putting God’s Word into Action  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Gail Turner 
(803) 397-2207 

Sandra Jones 
(803) 414-5725 
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It Works!!! 

Advertise with 
 

The Community Herald 
We are committed to bridge the 

gap 

A quarterly newspaper 

publication distributed on 

the 1st of each quarter.   
Deadline for each issue is the 

10th of the month. 
 

Serving the Columbia 

and metro areas 

(Lexington, Irmo, 

Southeast, Northeast 

and West Columbia). 

Reach this important 
market with your 

advertisement 

investment.  

 

To advertise contact  

Doris Foster 

(803) 312.1574 

(803) 647.0752 
thecommunityherald@yahoo.com 

 

 

 
 

 

How do I build relationships? 

  First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift. 
Settle matters quickly. (Matthew 5:24, 25)  
Our attitudes toward others reflects our relationship with God. Conflicts mend 
more easily if you try to make peace right away. These verses advise us to get 
things right with our brothers and sisters before we have to stand before God. 
   I appeal to you on the basis of Love. (Philemon 1:9) 
Paul provides a good example of how to deal with conflict.  
   Therefore encourage one another and build each other up. (1 
Thessalonians 5:11) 
 Look around you. Be sensitive to the needs of others. These might include 
encouragement, empathy, and support.    
   Children obey your parents, honor your father and mother. Fathers bring 
them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. (Ephesians 6:1-4) 
To obey means to do as you are told, to honor means to respect and love. 
Parents discipline is to help children grow. It takes lots of patience to raise 
children in a loving, Christ-honoring manner. This is vital to the development 
of children and to their understanding of what Christ is like. 
    As a beloved brother. . .  if you consider me as a partner, welcome him as 
you would welcome me. (Philemon 1:16, 17) 
 Invest in the lives of new believers, by helping them with Bible study, prayer, 
encouragement, support, and friendship, etc. 
 
Remember: We must use Christ’s character traits to be effective, allowing the 

Holy Spirit to work through us. (The Fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 

Galatians 5:22, 23) 

                                                     PRAY-READ-APPLY 

New Year’s Resolutions 
Bringing in the New Year is a great starting point to make changes in your life! Some  

of the most popular resolutions are losing weight, eating healthier, and to quit smoking.  

Like most, these intentions are usually dropped by February. So, what can you do to make  

changes in your life stick? 
 

Habits are a double-edged sword: they help us to do things without needing motivation,  

but are also difficult to change. 

Habits can be changed in three ways: 

1) adjusting the environment 

                                                                2) observing behaviors  

   3) adjusting/changing thoughts 
When making changes in your life, it is recommended to manipulate all of these areas.  

Let’s use smoking cessation as a practical example. Start with very modest goals, so much so they 

seem ridiculous. For instance, reduce consumption by one cigarette a day, or less. If you feel anxious about 

losing a cigarette, then the goal is too big, so make it smaller. Accept the fact that you will succumb to 

temptation, so when you do, only do it in one designated place. And when succumbing to the urge, delay it 

for 30 seconds. Over a period of months, stretch this out to minutes or longer.  

Spend time around supportive people that do not smoke. When feeling the urge, use a substitute like 

gum, hand manipulative device, and/or talk to a soothing person. Social influence exerts strong effects on 

others especially when we share our goals with them.  

Lastly, when tempted, divert attention to other thoughts. Shift your focus to a “happy place,” 

meditate or pray. It is helpful to listen to others’ problems. Helping people brings positive emotions to us. 

Positive emotions make it easier to renew our willpower, and to delay or forget temptations entirely.  

I hope you have been encouraged to rethink your strategies when it comes to making changes that 

stick! 

 

 

             

                       Our Prayer for the community…                                  
  
 Heavenly Father,  
 

You are a great provider, protector and parent. 
 

We thank you for being our heavenly parent. 

For you are the one who gives exceedingly and 

abundantly above all that we ask and think. 
 

We can come to you with our prayers and supplications 

and you who are faithful will hear from heaven. 
 

You sit in heavenly places looking down upon us and 

provide protection for the believer from all evil 

influences. 
 

Thank you for watching over us, our families and 

communities. 
 

We look to you who is the author and finisher of our 

faith. 
 

Thank you for being a faithful Father, protector and 

provider. 
 

                                                In Jesus Name, Amen! 

 



   

“Joyful Recovery – Life After Addiction” 
 

No one but God could have prepared my 
family for the tumultuous storm of 

alcoholism that afflicted our youngest 
son (Dale) for more than a decade. 
Through relentless prayers and faith 
in God my son was supernaturally 
delivered from the bondage and 
strongholds of this disease. Let me 

share some wisdom and insight about 
this experience God allowed my family to 

go through. In a moment of clarity, Dale began to 
recognize that alcoholism would one day claim his life. He began to 
seek professional treatment in February 2012. All glory belongs to God 
for saving Dale’s precious life to fulfill His kingdom plans and purpose! 
As of February 21, 2017, we are celebrating FIVE years of sobriety with 
Dale!  Glory to God! 
 
I have truly discovered that there is divine purpose at work in our pain 
and suffering. God did not bring deliverance to Dale for our family 
to keep quiet about it. Certainly not! God saved him so that our family 
would become His "Messengers of Hope," therefore offering 
encouragement and hope to others who so desperately need it. God 
has displayed His magnificent GREATNESS time and time again these 
past five years since Dale’s sobriety.   
 
As of February 2012, the Lord transitioned Dale from Columbia to 
Charlotte and blessed him with two different careers. God 
supernaturally opened doors for him in 2015 and 2016 to become a 
Certified Peer Support Specialist (Mental Health and Substance 
Abuse), a Nationally Certified Personal Fitness Trainer, as well as 
owner of Destine To Make It Fitness World in Charlotte. 

In addition to these two careers, God has also blessed Dale to dedicate 

and commit his time, talent, and passion to be a motivational speaker.  

Additionally, he also serves as an Alcoholic Anonymous Sponsor 

to other men beginning their recovery. 

Dale’s primary message as a motivational speaker is sharing his 
powerful story of defeating alcoholism.  He especially appreciates 
sharing his message with teens. He particularly discusses with 
teenagers how the need for "social acceptance" among peers led him 
to start experimenting with alcohol at the age of 15!  
 
No one is immune to addiction.  It affects millions of families and 
individuals daily.  Satan attempted to make Dale into a "spectacle" but 
God has transformed his life into a "wonder" (Psalm 71:7). God has 
stripped him of the shame and isolation that the bondages of addiction 
brought. This same shame and isolation affects family members as 
well. Praise God that my family is no longer carries this shame and 
isolation!  Anyone affected by addiction should be encouraged and 
understand that God has placed systems and organizations such as Al-
Anon in place to aid us in times of need. As a body of believers in Christ, 
we understand first and 
foremost that God is 
our Deliverer, Healer and 
Restorer! 
                 Evangelist  
       Alexandris Townsend 

 

 
To learn more about Dale’s REMARKABLE journey, you can get a copy of my book: Experiencing the 
Greatness of God in the Spiritual Realm, available @ all Internet Online Bookstores. 
 
Bio: Evangelist Alexandris Townsend is the author of Experiencing the Greatness of God in the Spiritual 
Realm and the Founder & Spiritual Leader of Flourishing in His Greatness Teaching Ministry. She also 
serves as a Volunteer Parent Support Provider with the Federation of Families of South Carolina. 
 

 
 

Gill Creek Baptist Church 
Pastor James C. Woodley, M.Div. 

Upcoming Events… 

 

Lent Ecumenical Series of Services 
March 1-April 12, 2017 AT 

 

Reverend Dr. Anthony A. McCallum (Tuesday March 14, 6:30pm) 
Bethlehem Baptist Church, College Place in Columbia, SC 
 

Reverend Johnny Ray Noble, Ph.D, Pastor (Wednesday, March 22, 2017, 6:30pm) 
Pastor of the Second Nazareth Baptist Church (Columbia, SC) 
 

Bishop Colie Lee Lorick, Jr. (Wednesday March 29, 2017 6:30pm) 

Pastor of Rehoboth United Apostolic Church in Columbia 
 

Pastor James C. Woodley, M.Div. 

Preaching a series: March 1 & 8      April 5 & 12, 2017 

 

 

Jubilee Choir Anniversary March 19th, 3:00pm.   

Several Choirs from other churches are invited.  
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  Sharing God 
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The Book of Job 

Key verse: The Lord said to Satan, “And he still maintains his integrity, though you incited me 

against him to ruin him without any reason.” (Job 2:3) 

Lives are like buildings, and 

the quality of each one’s 

foundation will determine the 

quality of the whole.  

It is easy to think that we 

have all the answers.  In 

reality, only God knows 

exactly why events unfolds 

as they do, and we must 

submit to him as our 

Sovereign. As you read this 

book, emulate Job and decide 

to trust God no matter what 

happens. 

…… Is to demonstrate God’s 

sovereignty and the meaning of true 

faith. It addresses the question, 

“Why do the righteous suffer?”  

T 

H 

E 

P 

U 

R 

P 

O 

S 

E 

 

THEME 
 

Suffering 

 

 

 
 

 

Satan attacks 

 

 

 
 

God’s goodness 

 

 

 

Pride 

 

 

Trusting 

 

 

   We offer     
  to   

   We       
       

 

 

    
       225 Walnut Lane  

   

  
  

 

 

 



 

 

                                     Breaking Life Cycles 
Pastor Norman E Curlee 

Kingdom Builders Christian Center 
3100 Trotter Rd., Columbia SC 29209 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 1     Isaiah 14:12 
Day 2    1 Kings 8:22 
Day 3     Ezekiel 2 
Day 4     Jeremiah 9:10 
Day 5     Isaiah 49:22 
Day 6     Ezra 7:11 
Day 7     Job 24:1  
Day 8     Matthew 8:30 
Day 9     Nehemiah 13:1 
Day 10   Psalms 25 
Day 11   1 Chronicles 6:7 
Day 12   Habakkuk 3 
Day 13   Daniel 6 
Day 14   Joel 3:1,2 
Day 15   Exodus 35 
 

  

Day 16   1 Samuel 10 
Day 17   2 Kings 9:30 
Day 18   Ecclesiastes 5:8 
Day 19   Psalms 10:17 
Day 20   Galatians 6:10 
Day 21   Proverbs 4:6 
Day 22   1 Chronicles 16:27 
Day 23   Numbers 6:25,26 
Day 24   Psalms 41:3,4 
Day 25   Deuteronomy 4:39 
Day 26   Luke 6:38 
Day 27   Hebrews 4:9,10 
Day 28   Colossians 3:24 
Day 29   1 John 2:5 
Day 30   2 Timothy 1:7 
Day 31   Philippians 3:14   
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Everyday Study:  God’s Word 

                For God’s People Study it!  Live it! 

To God Be The Glory 

The Apostle Paul is a great witness of God’s grace and mercy in the Bible.  
Like all of us, he too had a past life of spiritual ignorance and a sinful lifestyle.  
However, like some of us, he too had an “encounter” with Jesus Christ that began 
a process of continual transformation (Acts 9:1-31). 

Most cycles in our life we enter unexpectedly and often unprepared. As kids we 
long for all kinds of experiences, some end up negative and painful.  We even have 
experiences that lead pleasurable habits.  All of these experiences affect us.  Some 

we deal with in an unhealthy manner.  Paul provides us insight into a cycle in 
which he was forewarned and yet he endured and overcame by His faith in God’s 

ability. In Acts 20:22-24 (NIV) he said, “And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am 
going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. I only know that 
in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. 

However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and 
complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me…” 

The cycle that was reoccurring in Paul’s life was the continual persecution and 
misunderstanding he had to endure in living out his faith. How did he endure and 

overcome such a cycle: 

1. He sought to be led by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is revealed as a 
“helper” in the Scriptures. He is not out to destroy us, but to help us 
live victorious lives regardless of whatever negative life cycles we are 

experiencing. 
2. He considered others above selfishness. When we are selfish we place 

our pleasures and preferences above those God has placed under our 
leadership, responsibility or whom we have relationship. A willingness 
to consider how our actions impact others is a great source of wisdom 
to humble ourselves and get whatever help we may need, rather than 

making selfish choices that cause pain to others. 
3. He put his responsibilities in life above giving up. When we have 

something we are doing for the glory of God and good of others, it is 
worth the pain to change. 

Despite his cycle of persecution and misunderstanding, Paul was able to 
come to the end of his life and say, “I have fought the good fight, I have 

finished the race, I have kept the faith.” (2 Tim. 4:7 (NIV)). 
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