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A voice calling: “in the desert prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.”  (Isaiah 40:3)
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October 4, 2015, while we 
slept in silence, darkness 
covered the skies and a 
flood struck our state and 
city.  Governor Nikki Haley 
and other officials declared 
this event “The Thousand 
year flood”. It’s actually 
the preferred term used 
by climate scientists to 
describe the math behind 
the tragic events that are still 
unfolding in our Palmetto 
State. Awakened by the 
sound of vehicle horns, 
fire trucks, ambulances 
and police sirens lead us 
to discover the devastation 
right outside our home.  
Not even ten feet away cars 
were stuck in and under high 
levels of water, buildings 
moved by the force of the 
water currents, homes 
and business no longer 
available for occupancy, 
residents fighting to save 
their belongings and their 
lives.  Many had nothing 
to save because everything 
was lost.   Boy, we didn’t 
expect this.Immediately, 
Helping hands came from 

far and near to assist in the 
aftermath of the disaster. 
During this experience 
our State and others came 
together to help in many 
ways and means, hoping 
to bring us to a place of 
temporal comfort. This 
incident awakened our 
attitude of gratitude.  
Despite the agony and 
sorrow, we learned to give 
God thanks through it all 
(I Thessalonians 5:18) 
believing the work He 
begun will be completed 
(Philippians 1:6).Just like 
natural storms, we will all 
experience spiritual storms.  
It doesn’t matter your 
education, race, religion, 
economical status or gender 
we all will experience 
storms. These storms are 
unexpected, unpredictable 
and unavoidable.  At this 
very moment you may be 
in a storm, coming out of 
a storm or about to face a 
storm, whatever the case 
may be, you must remember 
God is in control.  God is 
our refuge and strength, a 

very present help in trouble 
(Psalms 46:1).   Ask the 
disciples who were with 
JESUS on a boating trip 
and the furious storm arose.  
They awaken JESUS from 
His rest to alert him of 
something he was already 
aware of.  Remember He 
is our peace.  He awakened 
from sleep and asked the 
disciples if they were of 
little faith.  Sounds familiar?  
He then rebuked the wind 
and the sea and it obeyed 
(Matthew 8:24-26).The 
same way the seas and wind 
obeyed the words of Jesus, 
they will obey you.  Not 
because you are a wonder, 
but because the Word of the 
Lord is power all by itself.  
So fear not, this too shall 
pass. So, we have prayed, 
cried and mourned; now it’s 
time to allow God to gather 
the fragments of our ruins 
and putus back together 
again.  Rise, shine; for thy 
light is come, and the glory 
of the Lord is risen upon 
thee (Isaiah 60:1).  We are 
stronger than we think. 
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As ministry leaders, we must 
remember that the gifts and 
talents we have come from God. 
This fact necessitates that we 
maintain a strong relationship 
with Him through prayer, 
devotion and study of His 
word. When we do not do these 
things, we put ourselves in the 
precarious position of allowing 
pride to derail how God is using 

us to accomplish His work. Consider the following points:

1. You must pursue Jesus more then you pursue being known. In 
a society with Mega Churches, inundated by social media and television 
presence, it can be easy to desire to be known and loved by those in 
your local church or in a larger arena. But in Jeremiah 9:23-24, the word 
is clear that we should boast in the fact that we know and understand 
the Lord who practices steadfast love, justice and righteousness and not 
boast in ourselves, our wisdom, our might or our riches. 

2. Your character has to be bigger then your talent or gift. It is essential 
that your private life lines up with your public walk. You have to be 
sanctified by the word of God and your relationship with Him. If you 
do not develop your char¬acter and your gift becomes bigger then 
your character it is only a matter of time until things will go awry. 
Remember, God let us know in 1 Samuel 16:7 that while man looks at 
your appearance (which by definition includes your looks and acts of 
performance) God looks at your heart.

3. You must be accountable. Accountability provides discipline and 
support to help you reach godly goals. The same way that God has given 
us the Word and the Holy Spirit to direct us He has given us pastors and 
leaders after His heart that we are to submit to because they watch over 
our souls (Hebrews 13:17). Resisting ac¬countability will make you 
think you are fine and that you do not need anyone else.

As you strive to serve the Lord remember to keep the Lord first, develop 
your character, and re¬main accountable so that He can use you to 
glorify His name.
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       You cannot just 
have a part of God’s 
word or truth; we must 
have the entire truth.  
Truth-be-told, only 
believing in God isn’t 
enough!  Knowing God 
is more than knowing 
about him. You have to 
develop a relationship 
with him. In order to 
do that you have to 
have a willing heart and 
mind to want to be in 
fellowship with him. 
Just like you develop 
relationships with the 
people around you; you 
have to develop one 
with him, the unseen 
God. 
  God’s words tell us 
that, “as you believe in 
your heart AND confess 
with your mouth that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
then you will be saved”. 
(Romans 10:9) 
To be “SAVED” 
spiritually means that 
a conversion or a God 
produced changed 
took place in you due 
to Jesus Christ being 
received into your 
“HEART”
When you receive 
Jesus Christ into your 
heart, His character and 
the power of God will 
bring change into your 
life. Sometimes it is 
experienced and seen 
quickly (right away) 
and other times it is not 

as evident (apparent), 
but if you would just 
take the first step to 
receive him, the change 
will manifest.
Now, the first step to 
salvation is to admit 
that you are a sinner. 
Romans 3:23 tells us 
that all have sinned and 
fell short of the glory of 
God.  All sin, no matter 
how big or small, makes 
us sinners, which cuts 
us off from our Holy 
God: “For the wages of 
sin is death but the gift 
of God is eternal life in 
Jesus Christ our Lord”. 
(Romans 6:23)  
However, God 
presented himself as a 
sacrifice of atonement 
through faith in his 
blood. (Roman 3:25) 
This now means 
that because of the 
Savior you have the 
opportunity to be in 
right standing with 
him. So then you must 
repent. This act is 
showing regrets for 
sinning and asking for 
forgiveness (we must 
all do this). When you 
repent, it is a step to 
growth and maturity in 
Christ and in this life for 
yourself.  Repentance 
should shut doors that 
allow evil spirits and 
wrong people into our 
lives and open doors for 
God to move and right 

relationships to flow 
into those areas of our 
lives. This can only be 
done through the Holy 
Spirit as we submit 
or yield, to allow this 
change to take place in 
us.  At this point by an 
act of faith on your part 
(believing that God is 
and trusting Him), you 
ask Jesus Christ into 
your heart as Savior and 
Lord.  
Pray this prayer:  I am a 
sinner and I thank you 
for your forgiveness.  I 
believe you died for 
my sins and rose from 
the dead.  I trust and 
follow you as my Lord 
and Savior, guide my 
life and help me to do 
your will.  Strengthen 
me with your power 
through your spirit, in 
Jesus, Amen 
Receive God’s 
forgiveness. For, 
“everyone who calls 
on the name of the 
Lord will be saved.”  
(Romans 10:13)
Now Believe! Trust 
that God has heard 
you, forgiven you and 
has your name written 
in the lamb’s book of 
life. You must believe 
in your heart that Jesus 
bore your sins, died for 
you and rose again… 
(Romans 10:9).  For 
God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and 

only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal 
life. (John 3:16)  God 
demonstrates his own 
love for you in this: 
While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for 
us. (Romans 5:8) 
After receiving Jesus 
Christ into your heart, 
a “desire” to remain in 
that relationship with 
Him will come alive or 
exist in you.  Therefore, 
you will “know” He 
lives in you!  
Don’t take it for granted 
or be deceived, God 
has forgiven you for 
your sins. Yes it is true; 
it is also a process, for 
faith without works is 
dead.  Believe in our 
Lord Jesus Christ and 
receive him as your 
savior today. Now 
admit this to at least one 
person.  Remember we 
confess with our mouth 
and believe in our 
hearts.  “Yet to all who 
received him, to those 
who believed in his 
name, he gave the right 
to become children of 
God.” (John 1:12)
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Introduction to Salvation 
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Salvation - deliverance 
from the power and penalty 
of sins; redemption
Save means to be delivered

Surrender - to yield, to give 
oneself up

Conversion - when a 
change takes place in your 
heart through the spirit of 
God

Faith - believe that which is 
not seen; now faith is being 
sure of what we hope for 
and certain of what we do 
not see 

Repentance - turning away 
from your sinful nature 

and acknowledging your 
sin in the presence of  God 
through prayer

Holy Spirit - the third 
person of the Trinity 
(Father, Son, Holy Spirit) 
through whom God acts, 
reveals His will, empowers 
individuals and discloses 
His personal presence 

Believe - to have 
confidence in the truth, the 
existence, or the reliability 
of something 

Sin - transgression of divine 
law

                                  

Defining Salvation 
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Each Day Brings a New Beginning 
Do not forsake wisdom, and she will protext you; love 

her, and she will watch over you.
Proverbs 4:6

The Truth, the Whole Truth and Nothing but the Truth!

3 Things Every 
Church Leader 

Must Know
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